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drops. The list of medicines includes several narcotics and
aperients and pepsine which will serve for digesting milk.
Cocaine, atropine, and pilocarpine ophthalmic tablets can
be dissolved in a few drops of distilled water and

dropped into the conjunctival sac with the small pipette.
I have, therefore, 30 remedies always at hand, in a con-

dition suitable for immediate administration and packed
in a morocco-covered case measuring six and a half inches
by four inches by one inch. It is now more than two years
since this appliance was first made to my design. In the
manufacture and arrangement of it Messrs. Parke, Davis,
and Co. have carried out my idea most carefully, and now,
after a long trial by constant use, I venture to bring it under
the notice of mv fpllow Drac.Htionera.

Folkestone. 

y

W. W. LININGTON, F.R.C.S. ENG.

AN ADJUSTABLE SPRING TRUSS.

WE have received from Messrs. James Woolley, Sons, and
Co., Limited, of Manchester, a sample of their adjustable
truss. The ordinary spring truss is undoubtedly the form
most extensively employed for the palliative treatment of
inguinal and femoral hernia, but it has certain defects
wbich detract considerably from its usefulness. The ordi-
nary truss is made in certain fixed sizes which vary by
half inches, and therefore a truss may be slightly too large
or too small for an individual case ; moreover, the angle
at which the pad is attached is not necessarily the most
suitable, for the individual variations are so great that what
suits one patient may not suit another. The truss before us
attempts to remedy these two defects and we must agree
that the attempt is successful. The method by which these
improvements have been effected is as follows : the end of
the spring is slotted and the pad is attached to the spring by
a screw working in this slot. In this way the pad may be
moved horizontally more than an inch and when the correct
position has been found a screw-driver (supplied with each
truss) tightens the screw and so the position is maintained.
In a similar manner the angle which the pad forms with
the spring can be varied. The truss is made in various

qualities-the cheapest form, suitable for hospital patients,
costs only 24s. per dozen for single trusses. We consider
that the device is ingenious and fully answers its purpose,
and the remarkable price at which it is supplied should lead to
its extensive employment. 

-

IMPROVED LEG SUPPORT.
Messrs. Reynolds and Branson, Limited, of Leeds, have ’ I

made for me a leg support of enamelled iron, shaped some- I 
I

what like a huge squat stethoscope. It is placed under the ,
patient’s heel when bandaging the leg or for other purposes. 

-

It will be found useful in hospitals and consulting-rooms. c

Its weight and broad base make it quite steady when used
on a bed and it can, of course, be kept perfectly aseptic.
At the Lincoln Hospital it has earned the name of 11 Sister
Jane," and frequently enables one nurse to do what other-
wise would be the work of two. The price is 3s. and the
postage 6d.
Lincoln. W. A. CARLINE, M.D. Aberd., M.R.C.S. Eng.

Looking Back.
FROM

THE LANCET, SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1825.

REMARKS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE
MEDICAL PROFESSION IN FRANCE.1

Chambers of dascipline are to be established in each of the
departments, to watch over and examine attentively the pro-
fessions connected with medicine ; which chambers are to be
composed of certain doctors in medicine and surgery, and

apothecaries of the first class, with the prefect of the depart-
ment, and the mayor of the town, and these are to take the
precedence of the others * Mcreover, the said chamber is
vested with authority to censure and punish the members of
the medical professon, whether physicians, surgeons, or

apothecaries, whenever they shall be guilty of such naughty
tricks as may tend to lower the said profession in the esti.
mation of the public ! t A pretty precaution truly ; after
having by this very law degraded the profession ad infi-na2cna,
the practitioners are to be punished should they attempt to
dishonour themselves.
Next we come to the nature of the punishment to be

inflicted by the said Chamber of Discipline, and this is
no joke, as we shall presently see. Fines are to be levied
on those unfortunate persons who may come under the
inquisitorial authority of the Chamber, from five hundred to
three tho2csand frrcnes, according to the discretion of the said
Chamber ; but in case a repetition of an offence should
happen, then the maximum must be paid. If, however, the
crime should be of a grave nature, the guilty person is
to be interdicted by the Chamber from practising for a

period between five and ten years / Monstrous injustice ! to
place such immense discretionary power in the hands of
a few men who may be actuated by jealousy to impeach
the character of their rivals ; the injustice is only equalled
by the absurdity of referring, for decision, a professional
dispute, breaches of etiquette, and supposed derilections of
duty, to the Prefect of a Department or Mayor of ec To?vn.
This institution makes a near approach to the celebrated
Star Chamber of his Majesty’s illustrious namesake.
The domiciliary visits of the Medical Police have also

become great annoyances, and no wonder, as a medical man
does not know on what day or at what hour he may have his
dwelling ransacked by a set of fellows, under the name of
the medical police. These customs are altogether at variance
with our notions of liberty, yet it appears that some of the
French people are pleased to think they are living in its full

enjoyment, as they rapturously applauded the heroine of a
Parisian theatre when she sung

" L’air de servitude est mortel aux Frangais."

A long letter, complaining of this very grievance, has been
addressed by a physician to the Editor of the Gazette de
Sante, in which it is stated, that in some parts of the country
apothecaries are not very numerous, and that to save time, in
urgent cases, it is no unusual thing for physicians to take
some medicine in their pockets, and that although they may
have only two or three drugs in the house and keep no shop,
yet that they are visited also, in a very unexpected way, by
the said medical police.

If other classes of subjects are to be treated in the same
way as his most Sacred Majesty Charles, pccr la grace de
Dieu,, has thought fit to treat the disciples of JEsculapius,
we have no doubt but that they will soon wish him au diable.

PROJET DE LOI, 1825.

CHARLES, par la grace de Dieec, Roi de Franae et Navarre,
a tous ceiix qui ces presentes verront, salut, 

Titre II. Art. 9. Le prefet du departement et le maire de la
ville cheflieu en feront partie de droit. Le prefet, et a son
defaut, le maire, aura la presidence.

 Art. 10. Les chambres de discipline pourront reprimander
et censurer tout medecin, chirurgien, ou pharmacien qui
aurait commis de fautes tendant priver sa profession de
1’estime et de la consideration publique.

1 A portion only has been transcribed.


